
Improving quality
of life

Using technological devices that most of us now take

for granted can be almost impossible for many

physically disabled people. For those with physical

and mental impairments using a mobile phone or the

internet could improve their quality of life, giving

them more privacy when communicating with friends

and family and helping them to feel truly engaged in

today’s society.

Nascent Form was established to help this large section

of the population by creating innovative user interfaces

for the web and mobile phones. Based in Liverpool,

the company works with 40 volunteers to develop

special needs switches that drive these user interfaces. 

By thinking about the varying needs of people with

disabilities Nascent Form creates user-centric interfaces.

Examples include an infrared switch that allows people

who can only move their eyes to operate computer

devices, and a ‘suck and puff’ switch for people who

can only communicate through breathing, as well as

larger buttons / displays for the visually impaired.

Helping to promote
social inclusion

The North West Development Agency’s key objective

is to promote social inclusion. Nascent Form was keen

to work with them to help people with special needs

better integrate into the community by enabling them

to communicate more easily with their peers.

Realising there was nothing already on the market

Nascent Form needed to find a mobile device that could

be easily adapted with various switches to help people

with different needs. This would improve their quality of

life by enabling them to have private conversations,

whereas before they had to rely on another individual

for assistance in making a phone call.

Primary business
Creative technology company

specialising in innovative GUI’s

(Graphical User Interfaces) for

people with special needs

Vertical market
IT / Telco

Business need
Mobile device interfaces to

enable improved communication

for people with special needs

The solution
Xda® II from O2 with 

adapted GUI’s

Business benefits
Promoting social inclusion

Independent mobile

communication for special 

needs people

‘We needed a mobile device that would
provide a reliable platform for us to develop
innovative user interfaces so that people
with disabilities could make telephone calls
unassisted. Using the Xda II from O2, we
have been able to take advantage of the
pocket PC capabilities, the large screen and
the camera functionality to create solutions
for many disability needs. These solutions
will transform people’s lives by giving them
the opportunity to communicate
independently with friends and family.’

Colin Zee, Nascent Form Ltd




